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Abstract 

Sustainable development is meeting the need of the present societal setting without jeopardizing the stability of 

the future generation through the exploitation of the current elements of survival such as natural resources and 

destruction of the ecosystem. Developed countries have been spotted to take advantage of both developing 

countries and underdeveloped countries because they own personnel and equipment that can be useful in the 

extraction of natural resources. Aspects of humanity understand the need for protecting the environment and 

natural resources through different environmental laws that aid in governing efficacy in human nature 

coexistence. Moreover, the efficacy of good governance across developing countries depends on the structure of 

the governing body and the economic resources available to withstand the population growth within the region.  

Also, developing countries are on the verge of declining control and management of efficient environment 

policies that align with the management of the current levels of climatic changes. Some of the concerns covered 

under environmental laws incorporate different types of pollution, the sustainability of resources such as 

forestry, minerals, and water, and certain principles and policies related to environmental concerns. Poverty 

encroachment in developing countries has been steered by the encroachment of land degradation, pollution, and 

other environmental crisis. In many regions across developing countries, there exists a pressure exerted on the 

exploitation of natural resources arising from the increased population and meeting the global demand of the 

ever-growing market. With the continued climatic changes across the world, developing countries are 

experiencing strains to maintain the ever rising heat on implementation of environmental laws and natural 

resources policies. The research discusses the effects of climatic changes on the existing environmental laws and 

impact on natural resource policies.  
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1. Today’s Scope of Environmental Laws  

There is no doubt that the World as we know it has been aware of its environment far longer than there have 

been laws to protect environments.  Today’s Climate change is causing significant and far-reaching impacts on 

the LDC as well as on advanced industrialized countries.   

The Environmental and natural resources law is always known to be an amalgamation of regulations, statutes, 

local, national and international legislation, and treaties designed to protect the environment from damage and to 

explain the legal consequences of such damage towards governments, corporations, other private entities and 

individuals.  This definition cannot only be limited by government legislation alone, because it can be at a 

certain extend attributed to the desire by civil partners, organizations, and their regulators to work towards for 

improving ethical principles by setting regulations and industry standards for operating businesses in a 

determined and specific geographic, professional or industrial area. These are just quasi laws as such within a 

regulatory framework, rather than laws conducted for the good of the environment and the local population. 

The climate across the globe has been gradually changing due to the increased human activities and population 

across different countries in the world. However, the gradual climatic changes that were experienced over two 

decades ago are now drastically increasing with activities such as increased urbanization, deforestation, 

pollution, and industrialization among human activities. On the other hand, humankind has been at the forefront 

of exploiting natural resources, especially risking the stability of future generations and the environmental status 

to support human life effectively. Developed countries have been spotted to take advantage of both developing 

countries and underdeveloped countries because they own personnel and equipment that can be useful in the 

extraction of natural resources. While the future of developing countries is being jeopardized due to 

environmental degradation, most developed countries focus on securing their own citizens and nations.  

2.  Understanding the need for protecting the environment and natural resources 

Certain aspects of humanity understand the need for protecting the environment and natural resources through 

different environmental laws that aid in governing efficacy in human nature coexistence. Environmental and 

natural resources laws are legislations, regulations, and statutes designed for the protection of the environment 

from damages and offer an in-depth explanation of the legal consequences that befall offenders causing damages 

to the ecosystem [1]. Natural resource laws attempt to control the rate of environmental pollution and 
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exploitation of natural resources within a designed framework that supports efficacy in the sustainability of both 

social and economic development.  Developing countries are on the verge of being affected by the current and 

future climatic change phenomena because of the need to grow economically and maintain and stern 

relationship with other developed countries. Some of the concerns covered under environmental laws 

incorporate different types of pollution, the sustainability of resources such as forestry, minerals, and water, and 

certain principles and policies related to environmental concerns [2]. The nature of the environment is a 

common phenomenon that affects the human race's entire future. Therefore, developing countries need to 

incorporate different solutions on the laws, policies, and regulations that aid in sustaining the positivity in 

protecting the environment. However, the beginning of safeguarding the future of the environment starts from 

the model of governance within these countries [3]. However, corruption and poor governance have been at the 

forefront for the exploitation of natural resources and declining to meet the standards of environmental 

protection stated within environmental policies and laws. There are limited single-handed methods of 

governance that could provide efficacy to a country and promote environmental management processes. Good 

governance among developing countries is a vital concern that needs to be addressed before embarking on the 

management of the environment. Political struggles affect the possibilities of enacting new laws, policies, and 

regulations that could secure the future of the environment since these rivalries affect both economic 

investments and social relations. Dhaoui describes good governance as a set of qualitative characteristics in 

relation to rulemaking and institutional fundamentals [4]. Promoting good governance across developing 

countries to secure the future of the environment and curb continued climatic change requires transparency in 

the mode of the ruling, public access to information, accountability, and enhanced participation of the citizens 

within the country [5]. Developed countries have been at the forefront to ensure that policies and regulations are 

discussed and incorporated into the livelihoods of the citizens to protect the environment. These treaties, 

however, may seem effective for the protection of the environment across developing countries through the 

process of enacting these policies are yet to be considered. Implementing certain policies on developing 

countries impact economic growth and risk human development plans and prosperity of the nation [6]. Also, 

poverty encroachment in developing countries has been steered by the encroachment of land degradation, 

pollution, and other environmental crisis. In many regions across developing countries, there exists a pressure 

exerted on the exploitation of natural resources arising from the increased population and meeting the global 

demand of the ever-growing market. 

3. Necessity of Clear Laws bonding individuals to their Environment 

There are two distinct environmental laws that stand out in creating preservation and a relationship between 

humankind and their relationship with the environment. The first law encompasses the protection of personal 

and property right which include the laws controlling pollution. The second environmental law broadens on the 

notion of preservation of places including natural forests, landmarks, and landscapes. However, developing 

countries cannot fulfill all the requirements of these laws because of the discontinuity between the governing 

body and the people. Good governance has proven to be a challenge in developing countries as political and 

economic instabilities emerging as the main courses of environmental destruction [7].  Moreover, the efficacy of 

good governance across developing countries depends on the structure of the governing body and the economic 

resources available to withstand the population growth within the region. Preservation of the environment 



American Scientific Research Journal for Engineering, Technology, and Sciences (ASRJETS) (2020) Volume 63, No  1, pp 50-58 

53 
 

requires the use of both decentralized and centralized structures of governance [8]. Considering that both 

structures of governance have pros and cons, a specific governing body should determine the suitable criteria 

that can be used within a country and empower the people to work on environmental preservations. There is 

much pressure inserted on forests and natural resources among developing countries to support the ever-rising 

population and sustain economic strains. Reducing pressure on these resources and offering alternatives to the 

citizens is an effective method to implement environmental laws without violation of other prospects of human 

livelihood. Corruption is a major outbreak across developing countries, and the impacts subjects by the 

inefficiencies caused by this phenomenon are tragic. Law enforcement agencies across developing countries 

face different types of corruption [11]. Besides, most citizens are tangled by corruption, such that they are 

willing to pay the price for destroying the environment than they are willing to devote to saving the planet. 

Hence, there is a lack of value of good governance in the protection of the environment across these countries. 

Often, in these countries, corruption begins from top governing agencies and spreads across the entire nation; 

thus, finding suitable criteria to solve environmental problems is minimal. Good governance holds the key to 

environmental sustainability, social sustainability, and economic sustainability within a country. Political 

clashes and violence are other hindrances to the management of the environment. Violence affects the critical 

aspects of a nation, and recovering from these losses is costly and imposes a strain on the economy of the 

nation. Developing countries, especially in Africa, have been subjects to political clashes risking the 

sustainability of an effective environment. Offering aid to these countries to undergo a smooth transition during 

political activities helps in managing the impact of destroying the environment [3]. Through this, the 

government can practice good governance by implementing clear and fair environmental laws to citizens.  

Besides, working with the United Nations promotes the development of sturdy laws and the empowerment of 

bodies that enforce these laws, regulations, and policies. Besides, within a peaceful environment, it is easier for 

the government to concentrate on the management of the environment through the inclusion of different factors 

and institutes to aid in the process compared to when there are political unrests [5].  Besides, incorporating 

external sources in the quest of achieving proper environmental regulations is easier under a peaceful 

environment. An important factor to consider when addressing changes to the laws and policies affecting the 

preservation of the environment is stated within the constitution of a nation. These constitutional frameworks 

discuss state measures for their adaptations to climate changes and the duty of the state and the citizens to 

protect the environment. However, these constitutional frameworks across developing countries might be 

ineffective in the preservation of the environment considering the rate at which degradation of the environment 

and exploitation of natural resource is occurring. On the other hand, the government should also consider civil 

rights when discussing constitutional policies. Amendments to the constitution within the context affecting 

environmental  protection and law is an important strategy to stiffen loose-ends and work towards a prosperous 

future. 

4. Other Key Governance Ingredients 

Accountability and transparency are other key steps that should be considered when addressing mending the 

destruction of the environment in developing countries [12; 27]. Urbanization and industrialization are among 

the key factors that promote environmental damage. The contemporary society is involved in achieving 

economic benefits with little interest directed towards protection and preservation of the environment. Besides, 
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the government is a key player that is expected by the population to protect the population from destroying the 

environment. Leaders are reluctant to enforce laws and regulations on industries and individuals who abuse the 

environment. In turn, there is a continued degradation of the environment and exploitation of natural resources 

at the expense of the nation. Industries, on the other hand, should aim for transparency on their actions towards 

the environment and act responsibly and with accountability on any action taken against the preservation of 

environmental laws [13; 25]. The judicial arm of the government should be on the watch for any polluters and 

issue a reasonable punishment to serve as a warning to future offenders. Environmental damage is a global issue 

that affects most of the developing countries across different continents in the world. With the rapid rising 

climatic changes, the effects are being experienced in both developed and developing countries [10]. Therefore, 

global governance techniques should be employed in the implementation of strategies to manage environmental 

risks. Even though global organizations are involved in role-playing to control environmental damage 

effectively, the implementation of these policies should be in the hands of developing country's governments 

and citizens. The government and responsible bodies within the country understand the social, political, and 

economic status and the rate through which the projects will be successful in delivering desirable outcomes [9]. 

However, global organizations should provide sufficient information to the developing countries to reduce the 

cons related to the implementation process.  

5. The Humanitarian Concerns  

Addressing environmental damages across developing countries requires financial aid that is often high to 

manage and maintain throughout the process of preservation. Developing countries consider other sectors of life 

as the first priority, such as eradicating poverty, providing shelter, and creation of jobs compared to the 

protection of the environment. Furthermore, most of these countries suffer from debts owed to the World Bank 

and other developed states [21]. Thus, introducing new policies and regulations towards environmental 

preservations suggests that either the country will need to borrow money to meet the demands of nature and 

sustain public life at the same, or cut the cost of other essentials in the country. Therefore, it is the mandated 

duty of international environmental organizations to step in and offer a helping hand to ensure that the future 

generation is preserved in a conducive living environment. Besides, developed countries need to step out of 

comfort and aid in securing our future.  With the continued changes in the climate, enacting environmental laws 

is becoming expensive for developing countries as financial strains and political clashes are working against the 

development of a healthy environment. The changes in climate forced the governments in developing countries 

to adjust the budget each financial year to ensure that the areas affected by climate change, the citizens receive 

aid [22; 26]. For instance, in Africa, most countries in the horn of Africa are experiencing a rapid encroachment 

of deserts and little rainfalls leading to famine. Thus, various governments around the region of Horn of Africa 

have to enact mechanisms that carter to the health of all the communities. Besides, the increase in population 

across regions covered with forests and water sources has forced the increase in a forest clearing to create space 

for settlement. The leader however, is reluctant to set aside regions for relocation so as to preserve the forest and 

limit the effects of climatic changes. The effective criteria that can be used to manage environmental changes 

are through securing rights and sharing power and responsibility. Through these criteria, it is easier for the 

government of different developing countries and their citizens to interact and develop a relationship that is 

resourceful in protecting the environment and practicing the environment laws. Securing rights involves the 
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government under various ministries take up responsibilities of protecting the interests of the community 

through a transparent leadership model [14]. Securing rights involves inclusive of all the individuals including 

the leaders to be accountable for any mistakes or violation of the law. Developing countries' leaders are often 

seen as above the law citizens in that the guiding principles that aid in guiding the community towards better 

development are in exclusion of their practices. Therefore, there is a developed perspective that leaders can 

violate rules and regulations with being accountable for their actions. On the other hand, sharing power and 

responsibilities across developing countries is an effective criterion for protecting and preserving environmental 

laws and curbing the continuity of climate change [14; 26]. Governance is essential for establishing a 

relationship with the community. However, good governance is the foundation of promoting essential values 

towards the conservation of nature and achievement of the global sustainability goal. Besides, good governance 

benefits both the people and the protection of biodiversity through strengthening the protection of natural 

resources. Sharing power can be achieved through assigning local governing bodies and non-governmental 

organizations with motives for the preservation of the environment. “Natural resource governance refers to the 

norms, institutions and processes that determine how power and responsibilities over natural resources are 

exercised, how decisions are taken, and how citizens, indigenous peoples and local communities participate in 

and benefit from the management of natural resources,” [14; 30].  

6. Rule of Law and Peace as Cornerstones to Sustainable Development 

Environmental management and peace are cross-cutting elements that aid in the promotion of abiding by 

environmental laws and proper management of natural resources. In that, building an effective mode of 

governance can result in the reduction of conflict ensuring improved security within the country. Through the 

reduction of conflict and conflict potentials within the community, it is easier to strengthen environmental 

security and lay a ground for the endurance for both social and environmental laws sustainability. Besides, with 

good governance within a developing county, exploitation of natural resources can be effectively managed [15; 

20]. Involvement of international experts and volunteer-driven network provide a platform for leaders to share 

their capabilities and introduce mechanisms that can be used towards maintaining a peaceful leadership model 

and work on the essential sectors of preserving the environment. It is evidenced in the international scene that 

the past forty to fifty years show that the rule of law at national and international levels can make a significant 

contribution towards forging an enduring partnership between the environment and development founded on 

ecological and social sustainability [16; 31].  Sustainable development is meeting the need of the present 

societal setting without jeopardizing the stability of the future generation through the exploitation of the current 

elements of survival such as natural resources and destruction of the ecosystem. Besides, sustainable 

development has been given both political and legal definitions as they work as the cornerstone towards the 

protection of the environment, and the interaction between societal members and institutions [17; 19]. Thus, 

developing countries need to observe all the spectrum of sustainable development towards enacting and 

implementing environmental laws and preserving natural resources policies.  Part of this problem stems from 

the demands placed upon senior officials who have to deal with innumerable foreign delegations, endless calls 

to represent their countries in international meetings and complex negotiations with donors who are trying to 

help the community through efficacy in the management of the environment [18; 32]. However, the developing 

country experience continued strains in funds to accommodate all the essentials needed for effective governance 
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[20]. Leaders in developing countries spend most of their term serving the people through reaching for treaties 

from developed countries that could help them better develop their communities. In this case, the community 

members are left to exploit the natural resources and degrade the environment as a way of making their 

livelihood even better. Corruption is another factor that imposes strains in achieving efficacy in environmental 

preservation and protection of natural resources. Political instability sublimed with corruption in developing 

countries causes’ financial heist on the funds for enforcing environmental laws. Thus, climatic changes remain 

to be a topic of discussion in most developing countries with little effort being made to ensure that the 

environment is preserved and the community members are made aware of the effects. 

7. Conclusion 

In summary, climatic change is a global phenomenon that affects both developing countries and developed 

countries in general. However, developing countries are on the verge of declining control and management of 

efficient environment policies that align with the management of the current levels of climatic changes. 

Consequently, it is possible to manage these damages caused by nature and its resources with the 

implementation of the correct methodology. Effective management of environmental degradation and climatic 

change depends on good governance through accountability and transparency, addressing corruption, financial 

support, curbing political unrest, and involvement of global organizations. However, environment law has 

always been in the crossroads of controversy between the necessity of government regulations and the world 

citizenry encouragement for private interests and individuals to self-regulate and do the right thing for the good 

of everyone and the planet earth. Whichever way we look at it, environmental law and good governance of 

natural resources affects all of us, individual health, business activity, geographical sustainability, and the 

importance of preserving our planet for the future generations.   
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